The fundamental significance of the Potsdam agreement .
lies precisely in the fact that It provides the states which
control Germany with a general line in the joint work of
rehabilitating Germany as a peaceable and democratic
state. The Soviet Union continues to regard this political
basis as a correct one and cannot agree to its revision.
For the reasons stated* the Soviet delegation cannot
accept the British draft, which purposes to revise the Pots-
dam- agreement, as a basis,
In. order1 to ' meet the other delegations, the Soviet
delegation proposes that the Council proceed to consider
the economic questions relating to Germany, taking equally
both the British proposals and the proposals of the Soviet
delegation as working documents, and without binding itself
by accepting either document as a basis.
Lancaster House, London
December 8, 1947